
�

© 2008 Adobe Systems Incorporated and its licensors. All rights reserved. Adobe, the Adobe logo and Adobe trademarks used in this tutorial are 
either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated and/or other countries. For more information on Adobe trademarks, 
please go to http://www.adobe.com/misc/agreement.html. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owner.

Learn Photoshop CS4

Importing files into Fireworks        
You can import Adobe® Photoshop® files into Adobe Fireworks® CS4, while retaining the integrity of the original 
image, the number of layers, and other features now available in both programs. In this tutorial, you will learn how 
to import Photoshop files into Fireworks using some of the new features in Fireworks CS4. 

REQUIREMENTS

To complete the task(s) demonstrated in this tutorial, you will need the following software and files:

•	 Products – Adobe Photoshop CS4, Adobe Flash Professional CS4

•	 Sample file – lrvid4089_xp.zip

•	 Prerequisite knowledge – Basic knowledge of vectors, layers, and the interfaces for Photoshop and Fireworks

Importing Photoshop files into Fireworks
Fireworks CS4 has streamlined the process of importing files from Photoshop. For example, Fireworks CS4 now 
supports layer comps and allows you to preview an image during the import process. To import a Photoshop file 
into Fireworks CS4:

1. Choose File > Open. Select a Photoshop file containing both text and images. The Photoshop File Open Options 
dialog box opens. 

Figure 1: The Photoshop File Open Options dialog box 
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Note: The Photoshop File Open Options dialog box provides a number of new options for opening a Photoshop docu-
ment in Fireworks. For example, Fireworks CS4 allows you to import layer comps from Photoshop. You can also choose 
to display a preview of the layer comp by selecting the Show Preview checkbox. Finally, you can now opt to include 
guides with your imported documents.

2. Once you have established the parameters for importing your Photoshop document, click OK. 

Note: Once the document is open in Fireworks, you will notice a green cast over the images. The green areas define the 
slices in your document; slices created in Photoshop are imported as slices in Fireworks. You will also notice vertical 
lines, called guides, overlaying the document. If you move your cursor over the guides, it turns into a double-headed 
arrow that allows you to move the guides just as you can in Photoshop.

Figure 2: A Photoshop document in Fireworks 
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3. Deselect the slices and hotspots by clicking the Hide Slices And Hotspots button in the Fireworks toolbox. The 
green cast disappears. 

Figure 3: Deselecting slices and hotspots 

4. Choose the arrow-shaped Selection tool from the top of the Fireworks toolbox. You can use the Selection tool 
to navigate around the document. As you move your cursor from the toolbox to the document, the arrow-shaped 
cursor turns into a hand icon. 

5. Select a text field within your document. Notice the new Adobe type engine imported the complete text from 
your Photoshop document, and it is fully editable. 
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6. Look at the Property inspector docked at the bottom of the Fireworks window. Notice all of the advanced 
options you have for modifying the appearance of the text. 

Figure 4: Options for modifying text 

7. Click the bounding box surrounding the text field. 

8. Notice that the Property inspector identifies the box as a path. 

Figure 5: Inspecting a text field in the Property inspector

Note: The designation of text fields as paths represents a significant change from previous versions of Fireworks. Prior 
to Fireworks CS4, Fireworks rasterized vectors as bitmaps when importing them from Photoshop. In Fireworks CS4, 
paths created in Photoshop are maintained in Fireworks. This continuity allows you to repeatedly import and export 
PSD files between the two programs while maintaining the integrity of vector shapes.
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9. Go to the Layers panel in Fireworks CS4. The layer hierarchy has been maintained as it was created in 
Photoshop. You can open and close layer groups in Fireworks just like you can in Photoshop. 

Figure 6: The Layers panel

Where to go from here 
Photoshop CS4 Help and Support Center
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